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Minority Groups Push Cuomo On Redistricting

By Nick Reisman 
February 17, 2012 at 2:50 pm
As members of the New York State Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Legislative Caucus gather here in Albany this weekend, minority representation in the contentious redistricting process will be front and center.

The once-a-decade process is controlled by the majority powers of the Republican-led Senate and Democratic-controlled Assembly, a fact that Gov. Andrew Cuomo has promised to end. 

But while the governor has wielded his veto threat, he seems to be softening his language on the issue over the last several weeks and has rarely used the word “veto” when it comes to redistricting and is pushing more of the onus onto the courts (a fact that Reid Pillifant of Capital New York picked up on yesterday).

But pressure is mounting on Cuomo from the minority community through a flyer being distributed by The Fair Redistricting Caucus of Color, which urges the governor to veto the lines.

There’s also a petition form being passed around that’s aimed at getting Cuomo to veto the lines.

Among the bullet-point list of concerns:

• To the extent practicable, the most and least populous senate and assembly districts shall not exceed the mean population of districts for each house by more than one percent;
• Districts shall unite communities of interest;
• To the extent practicable, counties and county subdivisions shall not be divided in the formation of districts; and
• To the extent practicable, villages shall not be divided in the formation of districts.
And I’m told the Rev. Jesse Jackson, in town as a keynote speaker, will be making redistricting a major theme in his speech to conference goers. Jackson won’t just be focusing on New York City, but also on minority-heavy portions of upstate cities like Rochester and Buffalo, which Democrats believe are being disenfranchised through the proposal.

It’s a potentially tricky moment for the governor. He is not scheduled to attend this year’s conference, though he is hosting some members at a reception at the Executive Mansion in Albany.

Cuomo attended last year’s gala reception, but his speech was interrupted by Councilman Charles Barron, the former Black Panther who is now a House candidate. Barron’s interruption was criticized by some black politicians, even those who disagree with Cuomo. 

The Democrat has had a rocky relationship with the minority community, particularly African-American voters, in the past. The governor took his first out-of-state trip to Somos el Futuro and has spent a good chunk of time shoring up support in the minority community, especially through small business initiatives. 

He does enjoy a high 58 percent favorable rating from black voters in the most recent Quinnipiac University poll, though his numbers among white voters is higher. 

It’s no secret that lawmakers and advocates from minority communities are upset with how the proposed redistricting maps for state Assembly and Senate districts have turned out. Assemblyman Karim Camara told Jimmy Vielkind that the proposal is “an assault on the Voting Rights Act.”

Hazel Dukes, the president of the New York chapter of the NAACP, told The New York Times she was “distraught” over the process as well.

Caucus Info Flyer

http://www.scribd.com/doc/81969597/Caucus-Info-Flyer
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